Omantel sponsors 2011 RAHBC Oman Open Hobie 16 Sailing Championship 

Muscat, 24th September 2011 – Omantel, the pioneer of total communications solutions in the Sultanate of Oman, is proud to be sponsoring the 2011 Omantel Ras Al Hamra Boat Club (RAHBC) Oman Open Hobie 16 Sailing Championship.  The event was held last weekend with 15 teams competing for the title of Oman Open Hobie 16 Champion 2011. 

After two days of exciting sailing races, results saw the father and daughter team of Giles and Eve Brinsley dominate the event and winning comfortably from the teams of Tony van Thiel and Christophe Doublet (second place), and Victoria Grainger and Susanne Solberg (third place). The best Omani Team Abdulsatar and Ibrahim were strong contenders for the overall victory, but finished in fifth position after an unfortunate disqualification in one of the early races. 

Contrary to al the forecasts a strong easterly wind allowed racing to get underway on Thursday at 12.30, with the first racing being won in under 20 minutes by Tony van   Thiel just ahead of the Brinsleys. Deciding to extend the course for the second race,  the Team Brinsley in their Hobie Cat “Double Dutch” comfortably won the second race by one and a half minutes from defending champion Joost Bloemarts sailing with his brother Daan. After a relatively quick turn around following lunch and with some minor changes to the course the third race got underway just after 3pm. This race was won by the Oman Sail team of  Abdulsatar and Ibrahim from Giles and Eve Brinsley by a margin of 30 seconds. In progressively decreasing winds the fourth race was again won by the Oman Sail team from Tony van Thiel in a time of 39 minutes, with the wind having completely dropped by the time the last boat crossed the finishing line some 10 minutes later. With the forecast of very light to no winds for the following day, having had three races, a result was achievable should no racing be held on the Friday.

With the Brinsleys leading the fleet at the end of the first day in front of our ex Commodore Tony van Thiel, and defending champion Joost Bloemarts, all was set for an exciting days sailing on the Friday.... or not?  

Contrary to the forecast, we were met with clear blue skies (as usual!) and a good easterly breeze on Friday morning. After a very short briefing and while the teams were rigging up their boats the OOD's hastily set off to set the course. 

The first race of the day (a C2 course) got underway at 11.40, with 12 boats on the water. It was won in a time of 27 ½ minutes by team Brinsley from Dave Clark and Tony van Thiel in second and third respectively. The sixth race of the championship was comfortably won by team Brinsley, with Tony van Thiel and Victoria Grainger taking the minor honours in second and  third respectively. The first three boats were separated by less than a minute and the last boat was only three minutes behind the first boat. In the the third race of the day and seventh overall, for the very first time that the OOD's could recall, there was a dead heat for first place, with Tony Van Thiel in “H16” and Giles Brinsley in “Double Dutch” tie for first place in a time of 26 ½minutes. Even a photograph couldn't separate the two boats. Oman Sail where third. After three races the fleet retired for lunch.

Racing resumed at 14.45, and unlike the previous day the winds held up and the final two races of the championships were run, with the Bloemarts brothers winning race eight and the Brinsleys winning race 9. 

After the OOD's had finalised the results, the  result ceremony took place on the golf Club patio. Prizes for the winners were handed out by Mr. Todd Dick and Mr. Mohammed Hassan al Lawati, both representing the event sponsor Omantel.

Aly Brandenburg, the new RAHBC Commodore, thanked the sponsors and OOD, Andrew Faulkner and Stephen Martin, who were ably assisted by Pam Buckley and Paul Frost.

In total, nine races were sailed.

